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The Stamps of Reunion Isle, 
ORIGINAL, REPRINTED, AND FORGED 

BY WARDEN. 
Having recently been shown a pair of the coarsest “ bogus” sold by 
a dealer of some repute for £8 as veritable : 
Simon Pures, it has occurred to us that a few 
remarks on the above rubject may be useful. 
On looking throneh the back volumes of this 
magazine, we find it is a long time since any 
notice has been taken of the bt and 
=} accordingly hope even the little we have have 
to say may net be unwelcome to our readers, 








In vol. iv., p. 190, is the following extract from Le Timbre- Post. 


The creation ef these stamps was authorised by a decree of the governor of the island 
M. Doret, dated the 10th of December, l*51. The stamps were composed of typographical 
designs, and e:ch sheet contained six impressions. Only one supply was ever printed, and. 
that consisted of 7500 stumps of each value. The circulation commenced on. the Ist of 
January, 1852, and ceased on the Ist of Jsnuary, 186). No special postmark for their o- 
literation ever existed,and the few known specimens are cance!led by a stroke of the pen 


In support of the above statements we have no proof to offer ; nor, 
on the other hand, any objections to urge against them. On one point 
only have we any remark to make. ‘‘ Each sheet contained six impres- 
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sions ;” query, six 15c. sheet, and six 30c. in a 30c. sheet, or three of 
each in a sheet compounded of the two values? The reprints, it is 
well known, show three varieties of each value ; and as they are said to 
have been ‘‘ composed” from the old types, by the setter-up of the 
originals, it has been pretty generally accepted that only three varieties 
of each value were issued by the post-office. Still of this we are not 
quite sure, as from the great rarity of the stamps, it has never been 
possible to get together any but a very small number for the sake of 
comparison. If even a dozen of each value could be collected, and it 
were found that only three varieties were among them, though the pro- 
bability would be fairly strong in favor of the received opinion, it would 
not be absolutely conclusive. When, therefore, we say that our utmost 
efforts have onlv discovered five 15c. and four 30c. stamps, it will at 
once be manifest, that, in speaking of only three varieties of each value 
we are not resting on any very solid ground. Perhaps these lines may 
meet the eye of some collector more fortunate than ourselves, who may 
be able to furnish evidence which will settle this pint. Meanwhile, 
this much may be said in favor of three varieties only : that after close 
examination of all the originals available, we have failed to detect in 
the reprints any “‘ type” not found in the actual stamps. ‘This is a 
coincidence which could hardly have occurred, had the elemental parts 
of more originals been open to the use of the composer cf the reprints. 

We now proceed to compare the stamps with the reprints, so as to 
furnish criteria by which they may be distinguished. 


60c, 30c. 30c. 


This diagram shows the arrangement of the reprinted sheet ; and, 
in default of proof to the contrary, we accept it as a true representa- 
tion of the original, and, whether correct or not, it will be useful for 
reference in the course of these notes. 

PAPER. 

(i.) Originals: thin; pale clear blue; slightly surfaced ; soft 
fibre ; ‘‘wove” marks very small ; made from fine pulp. This paper 
seems to have been “ pressed.” 


(ii.) Reprint No.1; slightly thicker ; paledull blue ; unsurfaced ; 
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rather softer fibre ; ‘‘ wove” marks larger ; made from not very fine 
pulp ; unpressed. 
(\ii.) Reprint No. 2, &c ; not thin; rather deep dull blue ; un- 


surfaced ; and in other points as last. 





IMPRESSION. 

(i.) Originals: clear and strong ; no foulage. 

(1i.) Reprint No. 1: clear but weak ; no foulage. 

(iii.) Reprint No. 2, &c. : very coarse, and worn in many of the 
latest copies, and in all showing considerable deterioration in the 
“types ;” very marked /oulage. 

It is suggested to us that the foulage points to the later reprints 
having been struck on undamped paper. 

SIZES OF STAMPS. 
l5e. (i.) Originals : 15-16 inch x 23-32 inch. 
(ii.) Reprints; & inch x 11-16 inch. 
30¢. (i.) Originals: § inch x 11-16 inch. 
(ii.) Reprints: = inch x 21-32. 
DESIGN. 

The complex central devices of each value being made up of orna- 
mental “ types,” such as are commonly found in printing offices, present 
in the reprints several small points of difference from the originals. It 
was at first our intention to enumerate these exhaustively, but, on dis- 
covering that the later reprints varied (from wear and inferior printing) 
in not a few minor details from the first reprints, we found, that to 
make the analysis of any use, it would be necessary to dissect the seve- 
ral editions of the said reprints. This would be a tedious process, and 
so we shall confine our attention to the frames. The variation of these, 
together with the differences already mentioned, will enable anyone 
readily to pronounce on any specimen submitted for judgment. 

In all 15c. (originals), outer frame of two thick lines close together. 

15c. (reprints), outer frame of single thick line. 

In all 30c. (originals), outer frame of two lines, but, from their being 
placed very close together, and being less thick than in the (original) 
15c , it has a lighter appearance, and its double nature is Jess evident. 

30c. (reprints), outer frame of single thick line. 

Besides these signal differences in the outer frames of originals and 
reprints, there are also minor differences ; for instance, to take 5c. 
variety 1. ; on comparing the angles, we observe that in the original 
stamp the upper right angle is imperfectly formed, owing to the outer 
lateral line meeting the inner top line ; whereas in the reprint the lines 
are placed correctly, so as to meet if prolonged, which, however, they 
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fail to do by a considerable interval. Again, if we compare 30c., varie- 
ty I., with its reprint, we find that, whereas it has all its corners closed, 
except the right-hand lower one, the latter has its upper left-hand 
angle distinctly open. 

VARIETIES OF EACH VALUE. 


As we have failed to obtain original copies of each of the six varie- 
ties, our remarks under this head are made from the reprinted sheet. 
The three of the 15c. may be distinguished by the shading of the right- 
hand bottom ‘ pearl.” 

I. has it shaded above. 
a, § 9 €or 
ee: sf below. 

To distinguish between the varieties of the 30c. is less easy, as the 
differences are not so marked. Referring to the illustration at the com- 
mencement of this article, it will be observed that there is a circle at 
each corner of the central device. Calling the left-hand top one (a), 
and going round the stamp from left to right (b.), (¢ ), (d.), we have— 
using the notation of the mariners’ compass : 

30c., 1. (a.) Broken on 8. E. ; flattened above and at left. 

(b.) Broken on N.; flattened at rignt. 
(c.) Unbroken ; flattened below. 
(d.) Unbroken ; flattened below. 

Il. (a.) Left side wanting. 
(b.) Broken ; W. N. W.; flattened above. 
(e.) Right side wanting. 
(d.) Broken 8. W., 8.8. E., 8. KE, ; flattened at left. 

Ill. (a.) Left side wanting ; broken 8. 8. W., 8. 8S. E. ; 

flattened above. 
(b.) Broken on E. 
(c.) Broken on E. 
(d.) Broken on 8. and W. 


FORGERTES. 

Of these, at one time, there was an abundant brood, and the race, 
though somewhat diminished, is not yet extinct. In vol. v., p. 177, a 
set of seven values is mentioned ; but as only the 15c. coinsides in de- 
nomination with an original, that alone need be noticed. It reads JSLE, 
and is therebv enough condemned, apart from its sguare shape. In vol. 
vi., p. 7, a pair of forgeries (in addition to above) are pilloried, though 
so vaguely, that we cannot indentify them with any in our possession. 
Turning to our own “ bogus” sets, we find the following tests quite 
sufficient : 


Originals and reprints of both values show the breaks incidental to 
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designs composed of ornamental type, and also show no points of con- 
tact between device and frame. 


Forgeries are either woodcuts or lithographs, and, therefore, show 
none of the breaks just mentioned. In all cases, too, the device is 
made to touch the inner frame atsides The ‘‘ £8 pair” alreaby men- 
tioned are “ postmarked,” and so, for the most part, are the trash sold 
by the Hull rogues, and their Glasgow brethren, whereas no specimen 
of the real thing has yet been found cancelled, otherwise than by pen 
strokes. 

CAUTION TO TYROS. 


Have nothing to do with “ Reunion Stamps,” unless clearly satisfied 

by reference to some competent authority, that what you are offered is 
that which it professes to be. Originals are so very rare, that you may 
as well make up your minds you will never be able to obtain them. 
Reprints of any but the latest editions are hard to get, and even these 
latest are not so cheap as to make it worth a be scinner’s while to pur- 
chase them. Should copies of reprint No. 1 come in your way, our ad- 
vice is, buy them, as they are decent represent atious of the “ unat- 
tainables,’ * and always likely to be worth their present price of 12s. to 
15s. the pair. With forgeries and fac-similes have as little to do as 
possible. Two vacant compartments in your albums will be no disfig- 
urement—rather an ornament, as contrasted with squares filled up wth 
‘bogus "—and you will have the negative satistaction, at least, of 
giving no custom to the knaves. 

(The writer begs to return his sincere thanks to those English and 
foreign collectors ‘who have so liber: illy helped him by the loan of their 
specimens, and by their advice. | 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


Braziu.— We anex an engraving of the 300 reis, Brazil, which we 

» have been looking for in a cancelled state for the last 
three years. There is some hopes of them turning up 
however, as we lately received two of the one centavos, 
Nicaragua, on letters, and these were first announced 
about the same time as the Brazil. 


We are informed that an entire series of this design 


is in course of preparation, but await positive proof 
| La! ZEN! os . . . . 
before stating it as a fact. 

















122 Tre American JourNAL oF Puitatety. July 15, 1873. 


Spain.—We are pleased to be first to announce the issue of a series 
Siaoeizs| Of stamps for the Republic of Spain. Unfortunately 





time ‘little ingenuity has been displayed in preparing the de- 
eee sign ; the stamps being printed from the altered plates 
(e” me of the 1871, Cuba. The legend, uLrramar, 1871, is 
iVgeereme replaced by COMMUNICATIONES, aud the words CORREOs 
mesc.orstimg, at the sides, are changed to ESPANA, the money remains 
unaltered. The only values we have seen are 5c. d. peseta carmine and 
the 50c. d. peseta, green. 
It will be noticed by most of our readers as rather peculiar, that the 
republican government should reverse the usual order, by altering the 
last design of Cuba, for use in Spain. 


Unirep States.—We take this opportunity of correcting a mistake 
in the list of the new official stamps given in the last numer of the 
JourNaL. The official stamp for the Treasury Department were stated 
by a typographical error, to be ‘‘ red,” whereas it should have been 

Own. 


HELIGOLAND.—T wo new values are in preparation for use in this lit- 
tle island, viz.: 4 and é schilling ; the colors, we presume, will be the 
same as the other values. 





Stamps for the Government. 
The following is a statement of the official postage stamps and 
stamped envelopes supplied by the Post Office Department up to and 
including June 30, 1873: 





To the President - - - - $150 
To the State Department - - - 20,749 
To the Treasury Department - - 200,000 
To the War Department - - - 17,449 
To the Navy Department - - - 8,509 
To the Interior Department = - - - §9,261 
To the Department of Justice - - 3,750 
To the Department of Agriculture - - 6,530 
To the Post office Department - . 53,310 
To Postmasters - - - - - 134,266 

Total, - - - - $494,974 


In addition to this, stamped envelopes amounting to $10,315 were 
issued to the War Department, and $132,815 to postmasters. 
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Sets of Unused Stamps. 
VARIETIES. 


Alsace and Loraine, 
Argentine Republie, 1862, 
aby ie 1867, 
Austria, 1861, 

1863, 

L867, 
Austrian Lialy, 1867, 
Azores, 1865, 
Barbadoes, 1861, 
Bavaria, 1849-58 

1862, 
Belgium, 1861, 

LRO6. 

1869, 
l ergedorf, 
Bermuda, 1865-73, 
Brazil, 1866 
Brunswick, 
Buenos Ayres, 1859-62, 
Canada, 1860, 

168, 


L&65, 


L870, 
Ceylon 1857 
Env., 1861-9 
Confederate States, 1861-3, 
a 1863 
Denmark, 1871, 
Dutch Indies, 
Egypt, 1872, 
Figi Islands, 1872, 
Surcharged. 
France, 1863-9, 
Rep., 1870, 
Greece, 1863, 
Hamburg, 
Heligoland, 
Honduras, 
lialy, 1856, 
: 1863, 
1870, 
Japan, 
Liberia; 
Lubec, 1859, 
Maderia, 1868, 
Mauritwws, (Britania) 1856-60, 
Mecklenburg Sebwerin. 
Mexico, 1864, 
‘+ 1867, 
1866, engraved 
Modena, 1852, 
ss 1859, 


6 


PRICE, 


$0. 0 
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. VARIETIES. 
Natal, 1857, 7 

1871, 4 
Newfoundland. 1860, 5 
New Granada, 1865, 6 


North German Confederation, 
Official Stamps, 
Oldenburgh, 1866, 
Portugal, 1862, 
1866, 
Portuguese Indies, 
Prussia, 1861, 


1867, 
Roumania, 1862, 
“s 1865, 
1873, 


Russia, 1857-64, 

S .ndwich Island, 1853, 
oe os 1864-6, 

1871, 


Saxony, 1863, 


Schleswig, Schleswig Holstein, 


and Holstein, 
Servia, 1869, 
Shanghai, 1865, 
Sierra Leone, 
South African Republic, 


Spain, 1850, 
‘* 1862, 
1864, 
ae 1866, 
“6 1870, 
‘* Official, 1854, 
- ” 1855, 
Spanish West Indies, 1857, 
- " a 1868, 
ss se ss 1870, 
as se 6 1871, 
25 ” se 1873 


Sweden, 1872, 
Switzerland, 1854, 
1862-8, 


Envelope, 1867-8, 


Turkey, 
United States, 1851, 


“ ™ Newspaper S., 18633, 


Uruguay, 1856, 

1864, 
Veneuzela, 185), 
Western Australia, 1865, 
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PRICE. 


$15. 
1. 
2.00 


1. 
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Sets of Used Stamps. a VARIETIES. PRICE. 
7 VARIETIES. PRICE Mexico, ora : — 
ntigua, 3 $0.10 i uv — 
Argentine Republic, 1867, 3 40! Naples sans, “nee 
Austria, 1867, 4. 7 30 New “Ww South Wales, 1852, & 3. 00 
Austrian Italy, 1867, 6 35 “ 1861. 8 15 
Baden, 1851-7, s 35 | ‘ ‘ és 1864-72. 6 40 
Bahamas, 4 30] New Zealand, 1872 3 15 
Belgium, different issues, 15 25 | ; . dias. 5. : 
Brazil, 1866 7 25 | Poe 4 re 3 0 
; ; a ortuge 7 45 35 
Canada, 15 25 | 187 s 25 
Cape Good Hope, 1863, 4 1 | Queensland, = 6 25 
Ceylon, 1872, 8 50 | Russia, F 25 
Chili, 1867, 4 25) Salvador. 4 MW 
Denmark, 1871, 6 25| Saxony. 1854, 6 4) 
“ Official, 1871, 3 15| Sierra Leone, 5 ib 
Dutch Indies, 1870, 4 30} Spanish West Indies, 1871. 4 30 
= 

Egypt, 1867, 5 40 | Straits Settlements, 1868, 8 10 
“1872. 5 95,| Switzerland, 1854, 7 25 
French Republic, 1849, 5 2 “ Envelopes, 4 1 
Germany, Southern Sts, 1852-62, 13 35| Tasmania, 1858-63 5 30 
Holland, 1852-71, 18 40| Trinidad, 1859, i 15 

Italy, 1856, 6 20 | Turkey, , : 
Italy, unpaid letter, 1870, 10 75| United Btates, “0 “9 
‘ et Uruguay, 1866, 5 0 
i Jamaica, r 251 Victoria, 20) ow 
i} Mauritius, 1861-70, 8 50 Western Australia, 1865, 5 150 


U.S. OFFICIAL STAMPS. 





=. bee, have just received a few of the above stamps. We will send a 
i, ¢ oie of 6 varieties for 50 cents, single specimens 10 cents each, sent 
a as received with regard to value. 


NOW READY. 


THE INTERLEAVED EDITION OF THE 


Common Sense Postage Stamp AThum. 


Half Morocco, bound very strong, every other page blank, making it 
perfectly permanent. PRICE ONLY $10.00, with heavy, Fine Gilt 
1 Clasps, $1.00 extra. 











